OcTOBER 13, 1938.

FLIGHT.

‘“ Mercury’s”

A& an alternative to another
Atlantic flight, Imperial Airways
and the Air Ministry decided some
time ago to use Mercury, upper com-
ponent of the Short-Mayo composite
aircraft, for an experimental flight
from Dundee, Scotland, to Cape-
town, South Africa. It was hoped
that she would break not only the
world’'s long-distance record, held by
a Russian A.N.T. monoplane, which
flew 6,305 miles from Moscow to San
Jacinto, California, but the distance
record for seaplanes then standing to
the credit of a Diesel-engined Dornier
Do.18 flying boat, which made the

5,220-mile trip from Start Bay,
Devon, - to Caravellas, Brazil, in
43 hours, The crew selected were

Capt. D. C. T. Bennett, who flew
Mercury on her transatlantic ﬂl;,hth
and First Officer I. Harvey, who is
equally experienced as a wireless
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A sixteen-cylinder
engine as installed in Mercury.
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The

maximum power is 395 h.p. at
6,000ft.

- 0,045-mile Flight

A breezy impression of the Short-Mayo com-
posite aircraft taking off from the Tay.
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operator and as a pilot, and who
assisted Capt. Bennett in both capa-
cities. Incidentally, he is probably
the only officer in Imperial Airways
who has joined the company twice,
first as a wireless operator and then
as a pilot.

'!-h’rrurv and Maia flew independently
to Dundee on September 21 after a slight
mechanical defect in the upper compo-
nent had been remedied, the intention
being to start the flight two days later.
However, southerly winds were I‘tlrnllr:nl
along the first 2,000 miles of the route,
and it was decided to postpone the
attempt until the following day.

Further delays were occasioned by the
international situation and more 1T pOS-
sible weather. One gale, on October 4,
reached a velocity of Go m.p.h. with gusts
up to 8o m.p.h. This necessitated lash-
ing as well as locking of the two com-
ponents. The following day brought an
improvement, and on Thursday, the
Gth, :’I.HE'I.{J'I.I}_"]I the wind was still quite
strong, conditions were such as to war-
rant a start.

Pilot’s Views

Just before take-off Capt. Bennett,
wearing the blue service tunic of Im-
perial Airways, was interviewed by our
correspondent. He expected that the
flight would take a little over 40 hours
and that he would fly for the greater
part of the trip at 10,000ft., averaging
between 145 and 150 m.p.h.—rather less
than the normal cruising speed because
of the need for fuel economy. Capt.
Bennett said he would be crossing Heston
Airport, where he would be timed by
an official observer. By nightfall he ex-
pected to be over the South of France.
He added that he did not like the idea
of Spain, and would ily just off the coast.
Flasks of coffee, milk, and soup were
stowed on board and were to be taken
at four-hour intervals. The Captain
seemed uncertain whether or not he and
his first oficer would get any sleep.
First Officer Harvey said he felt fine

to the QOrange River

D. C. T. Bennett, who com-

Capt.
manded Mercury. He was assisted by
First Officer 1. Harvey.

except for a cold which left him
on one cylinder."

According to our correspondent, the
separation was made at 1.20 p.m. It was
not witnessedd by Imperial Airways'
officials on the quay at New port, whose
first indication of the successful parting
was the sudden appearance of Mercury
about 6,000ft. up over the River Tay.
The power loading at the moment of
separation, with 2,135 gallons of petrol
in the tubular spar and float tanks, was
about 2o Ib./h.p., and the wing loading

" firing

about 45 1b. /sq. ft.
Mercury set off on a SSW course,
and Maia dropped low over Newport

before landing on the Firth of Tay. On
landing from Maia, Capt. Wilcocks and
Major Mayo said that the separation had
taken place at 4,700lt. six or seven
miles north of Dundee between the city
and Forfar. Clouds prevented it being
made over Dundee Law Hill, as






